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Making

People from across the world join to support the Women’s March on Washington.

February 2017

story

By Shannon Daehnke & Megan Forsythe, Staff Writers

n the day after the
Inauguration, people
gathered to take part in

the Women’s March on Washington
toadvocate for the rights of women,
people of color, immigrants and
the LGBTQ+ community. The
original March on Washington
took place on the intersection of
Independence Avenue and Third
Street in Washington D.C.. The
original march, along with its
sister marches, is being dubbed
the world’s largest single day

demonstration inall of U.S. history.
The idea for the Women’s
March started as a Facebook post
by Hawaii resident Teresa Shook.
Her call for a march was soon
echoed by others across the United
States including by the organizers
of the official Women’s March
on Washington, Tamika Mallory,
Linda Sarsour and Bob Bland.
According to University of
Connecticut  professor Jeremy
Pressman and a University of
Denver professor Erica Chenoweth,

about 4.5 million people gathered
at the ogi5 sister marches held
across the world in solidarity with
the original march in Washington
in D.C.. The Women’s March
on Washington hosted marches
throughout California in cities like
Santa Ana, San Francisco and Los
Angeles. An estimated 750,000
people gathered in Pershing
Square, Los Angeles at 9 a.m. and
marched for the cause until the
event ended at around 4 p.m..
“The turnout of this march

showed me that we are not going to
give up,” said senior Caroline Cai.
“We still have hope for the future
and there’s a lot of people that
are willing to fight. Not everyone
is going to concede to the current
policies, government or Trump’s
policies. “

The organization encouraged
more than just women to
participate.  People of all
backgrounds and genders were
welcome to join together in
diversity. The march aimed to the

emphasize that despite everyone’s
differences, they were all there fora
common purpose: to support civil
rights.

“It was really fulfilling to see all
of these people with these same
values and shared understanding
of the promotion of women’s
rights,” said senior Gabby Romero.
“[There was] just so much love and
positive energy going on at the
same time.”

continued on page 2
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MUN to travel to Washington D.C. for an international conference.

By Hannah Prince, Staff Writer

The Model United Nations
program at SMCHS will travel to
Washington D.C. from February
12-20 for a conference at George-
town University. The students will
compete to solve current world is-
sues as they represent their coun-
try’s international affairs.

NAIMUN’s mission statement
explains: “We believe that every
student who comes to NAIMUN
should walk away more proficient
in the critical twenty-first century
skills of public speaking, leader-
ship and writing.” Staffers strive to

include each delegate--voicing his
or her opinion--in order to contrib-
ute and further their learning.

Garret Williams, MUN Secre-
tary-General, is an alumnus of
SMCHS class of 2014. William’s
job includes taking charge of the
essential aspects of the conference:
creating the committees, picking
the staffers, managing the website,
recruiting schools to attend and
setting the overall vision for each
committee.

“My passion for MUN stems
from two things” Williams said.

“First, the intensified program
pushes me to do well. And second-
ly, the tradition of leadership and
continuing to have new experienc-
es. Mr. Remmell taught me that if
you attend a conference, work hard
and do well, more opportunities
will be presented in your future,
like traveling across the world.”

At this conference, SMCHS will
represent Germany. Sophomores
Ashkaan  Mahjoob, Casandra
Roque and Macy Lustig begin the
process by deeply researching their
topic and writing a position paper

for their committee. In this paper,
they are required to state their as-
signed country’s position and view
on the topic.

“I will be participating in the
10C committee in this conference,”
Lustig said. “We will be choosing
the location for the 2028 Summer
Olympic games as well as planning
the Olympics in the city that we
choose.”

Besides the endless hours in de-
bates and discussion, the students
are expected to visit the White
House, the Smithsonian Museum,
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Ford’s Theatre, Jefferson Memori-
al and more. The extracurricular
activities and tourism provide the
students with down time to ex-
plore and learn outside the class-
room environment.

The chaperones include MUN
director John Remmell, history
teacher Lindsey Charity and coun-
selor Wende Borowski.

Though students can partici-
pate in local events, the chance to
travel gives them an opportunity
to combine academic studies with
first hand experiences.

Check
us out
online!

www.smchseagleeye.com



The Eagle Eye

Unpres

continued from page 1

This march showed
that such minorities
willnot be overlooked
and that millions of
people are wiling
to stand up for
themselves and the
disadvantaged.

~ junior Gabiriel
Reyes

While most marchers expect-
ed a diverse crowd, the amount
of young attendees present at the
march came as a welcome surprise
to the participants. Preschool-
ers, Girl Scout troops and teenag-
ers alike were seen carrying signs
alongside the rest of the adults.

“I witnessed two kids that were
slightly younger than me with this
absolute passion for activism and
for making the world a better place
which made me feel really good,”
Romero said. “It gave me hope be-
cause activism is important for the
youth. It makes me really happy to
see that this belief that all people
should be treated equally is being
instilled in all generations not just
the older ones”

One reason the march drew
such a diverse and massive crowd
was because it was explicitly
pro-women instead of anti-Trump.
The intention was to create a posi-
tive atmosphere that was accepting
and non- violent.

“While most of the people at the
protest don't support [Trump’s]
presidency, that doesn't define the

nature of the march itself” Romero
said. “It was really uplifting women
and people of color and members
of the LGBTQ community. I feel
like that contributed to an incred-
ible peaceful and powerful march
that made a statement that isn’t
based on just condemning a per-
son but really just uplifting those
who are oppressed. “

At three times the size of
Trump’s inauguration, the Wom-
en’s March on Washington vastly
outnumbered the inauguration
with 470,000 participants in D.C.
alone, according to crowd scien-
tists Marcel Altenburg and Keith
Still from Manchester Metropoli-
tan University in Britain.

“The fact that more people
showed up to the marches than
the actual Inauguration shows that
the pattern of our history is two
steps forward, one step back and
that love will always win,” Cai said.
“[And] honestly we did win.”

A majority of marchers were
motivated by the controversial
presidential election to support
not only women’s rights but the

lcleniec march
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right of minorities well

“The marchers had various
agendas and beliefs of their own,
but a common end-goal. We can-
not let the progress in rights and
equality made in previous years go
down the drain,” said junior Ga-
briel Reyes. “Various minorities—
women, immigrants, the LGBTQ+
community, ethnic minorities—
were represented at the march to
promote diversity and inclusion
in the United States. If anything,
this march showed that such mi-
norities will not be overlooked and
that millions of people are willing
to stand up for themselves and the
disadvantaged.”

The activists united in diversity
to make the Women’s March a his-
torical event that garnered an over-
whelming amount of support.

“I was this tiny speck in this
massive movement,” Romero said.
“It may not seem like a lot but be-
ing part of it and making that dif-
ference makes me feel like I'm do-
ing something right and I'm on the
right side of history. It’s something
that I will always be proud of”

It’s show wonder

The snowpack in the Sierra Nevada Mountains

helps the drought in California.

‘ News

Parading
history

By Jillian Baldwin,
Staff Writer

Bridgette Singer, Staff Writer

California has recently experi-
enced rainstorms that have aided
the snowpack. Due to the heavy
amounts of snow, statewide water
availability increased by one third.

Automated snow sensors in the
Sierra Nevada Mountains have re-
corded that between Jan. 3 and Jan.
13 of this year, the amount of fallen
snow doubled. According to the
National Weather Service website,
the increase from 70% to 163% in
snowfall will help California dodge
its sixth year of drought.

“You've seen jumps in snowpack
and precipitation amounts,” said
state climatologist Michael An-
dersen of the LA Times. “You look
at the charts, you see the line just
pretty much go straight up.”

“When Mammoth melts, hope-
fully that water will go into our
aquifers and then end up in the
drinking water reserves that we
have available” said SMCHS biol-
ogy teacher Andrea Marcantonio.
“This is the hope that will definite-
ly impact the water we have avail-
able”

More rain fell in October than
it had in three decades. Towards
the ending of 2016, the wet season
started strong.

Now, California’s reservoirs have

14% more water than their histor-
ical averages. The reservoirs carry
water all throughout California,
so this increase is paramount. It’s
paramount because this increase
of water in the reservoirs is a huge
help in the efforts of getting out of
the drought.

“We have almost met our year
rainfall limit. Northern California
has declared that they are com-
pletely out of the drought. This
means that around 40% of the
state is out of the drought,” said
Marcantonio. “I would say that the
rainfall that we have had has not
completely got us ‘out of the water),
but this is definitely a good move-
ment towards the future of helping
us get out of the drought.”

The above-average snow packs
in the Sierra Nevada Mountains
not only make the mountains a
winter wonderland, but inevitably
-- once melted -- recharge the sup-
ply of groundwater. However, this
does not mean the drought is over
yet.

Groundwater is the supply of
water in underground aquifers
that serves as a savings account of
sorts during dry years. This supply
is still low and is continuously get-
ting lower due to over-pumping.

illustration by Claire Robidoux

California replenished - These maps show the difference in the drought
conditions between January 2016 to January 2017.

Over-pumping is referred to as the
extraction of groundwater in ex-
cess of supply to a basin or aquifer,
resulting in depletion of water re-
sources.

California is still in a moderate
drought, and the warm weather
that has been happening is con-
tinuously melting the snow in the
mountains. This leads to runoff
into storm drains rather than the
steady, groundwater tables.

“Those were all steps in the right

direction, but there’s a lot more
that needs to be done,” said chief
scientist and president emeritus of
the Pacific Institute Peter Gleick.
“There just is not enough water yet
for everyone, even in a wet year. A
couple wet years and the pressure
disappears for a while.”

It is too early to determine the
state’s fate in the years to come,
but as of now, California is inching
closer to the finish line of being out
of the six year drought.

The first full month of Donald
Trump’s presidency is underway.
It’s the beginning of one of the
most controversial and debated
presidencies in our nation’s histo-
ry. But February is more than fresh
start for Washington D.C,, it is also
Black History Month. As the Unit-
ed States looks toward the upcom-
ing four years, it also looks back at
the years that have been by shaped
African American culture.

Black History Month was orig-
inally a week in February called
Negro History Week. Aligning
with the birthdays of Abraham
Lincoln and Fredrick Douglas, Af-
rican American historian Carter
G. Woodson established the week
remembrance during late Febru-
ary. Then, during the Civil Rights
Movement, the week evolved into
an entire month known today.

In 1976, President Gerald R.
Ford had officially recognized the
event and every president since
then has deemed February Black
History Month.

The month is given a different
theme every year to reflect a cer-
tain issue or triumph that the Af-
rican American community has
experienced in recent events. This
year, the theme is The Crisis in
Black Education. The Association
for the Study of African American
Life and History (ASALH) which
helped found the movement in
the early 1900s, chose this theme
as tribute to the struggle of de-seg-
regating schools during the Civ-
il Rights movement, but also to
highlight the current issue that
African American students face in
their drive to learn.The ASALH is
not the only organization involved
in promoting Black History Month
and its theme of education. All
across California, Black History
month is taking shape in the form
of festivals and fairs.

San Bernardino hosted the
Black History ‘Super Expo’ meant
to highlight the accomplishments
of the African American culture
through local vendors, artists, per-
formers, activists, and speakers. It
took place on Saturday Feb. 4 in
Court Street Square, San Bernardi-
no.

Orange County hosted another
event Feb. 4 in Downtown Ana-
heim. The Orange County Heritage
Council hosted the event which
consisted of a parade followed by a
cultural fair.

The California Jazz Conservato-
ry in Berkeley is hosting musical
performance by both Bay Area and
other jazz legends as part of their
Black History Month Concert Se-
ries. On Feb. 4 Frankye Kelly paid
tribute to some of the greatest
black jazz musicians from the 30s,
40s, and 50s. The rest of the month
celebrate with performances and
tributes to jazz musicians such
Amina Scott on Feb. 11, Ed Reed
on Feb. 18 and the Steve McQuarry
Special Edition Band on Feb. 25.

Though Black History Month is
only once a year, It is one of the na-
tion’s pillars of accepting diversity,
as it has molded the U.S. into one
of the most unique communities of
artists, scientists, speakers, politi-
cians, teachers, students, doctors,
chefs, and innovators.
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CLOSE UP and personal

Seniors from the Interdisciplinary program attend
the 58th Presidential Inauguration.

By Briana Ryan, Staff Writer

fter sharing classes to-
gether for four years, six-
teen seniors headed to

Washington D.C. on Jan. 15. Since
their freshman year, students in
the Interdisciplinary (ID) program,
have anticipated this trip to wit-
ness the inauguration of the 45th
President of the United States, an
experience unique to only this pro-
gram on campus.

After spending the first half
of the 2016-2017 academic year
studying the innerworkings of the
American government, the group
of students were prepared to delve
deeper into the organized chaos
known as politics in Washington
D.C..

Over their time in D.C., students
were instructed by Close Up pro-
gram leaders. This organization
has been educating students in
Washington D.C. since 1971 and
focuses on students interacting
with each other through social and
political debate. The foundation of
instruction is not to teach students
about democracy and policy, but to
empower and provide them with
the abilities to participate in the
activities themselves.

“Because there were kids from
all over the country in our program,
our debates were very diverse in
opinion,” said senior Haley Miller.
“We were forced to be open-mind-
ed and support our views in new
ways which was an eye-opening
experience.”

Aside from debating, students
spent the week visiting historic
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#MAGA - SMCHS students pose in front of the Capitol Building days before the presidential ceremony.

spots around D.C. and attend-
ing seminars and workshops with
groups of students from different
states.

“After spending so much time
with the kids in my workshop, we
realized that we had a lot in com-
mon despite our backgrounds,’
said senior Caitlin Hardenburgh.
“I met friends that I will definitely
stay in contact with and I am grate-
ful for the shared experience that
bonded us.”

Among the many historically
significant sites that the students
visited, both Arlington National

Cemetery and the Lincoln Memo-
rial stood out to students. Another
notable experience that students
traveling with Close Up had in-
cluded a visit to the National Mu-
seum of African American History
and Culture. This is an opportunity
that few have been allowed to ex-
perience since its recent opening
late last year.

“At Arlington we were able to
witness the changing of the guards
ceremony at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier, which was fascinat-
ing,” said senior Victoria Russell.
“The grounds were so peaceful and

the honor that they treat the sol-
diers with was stunning.”

Following the visits to all of the
monuments and museums, the
students also were able to attend
the fifty-eighth Presidential Inau-
guration.

“Inauguration day in Wash-
ington D.C. has to be the craziest
scene that I have been a part of]’
said senior Sara Dejbakhsh. “There
was extra security screening and
we had to wake up at 3 a.m. to geta
decent spot.”

Despite the craziness, witness-
ing President Trump’s swearing-in

ceremony was a highlight of the
trip. According to students, they
were glad to make it back to their
rooms after a four mile walk back
to their hotel in Arlington, Virgin-
ia. Later that evening, the Close Up
participants enjoyed their very own
Inaugural Ball with over 2,400 oth-
er students, mimicking the main
event on Pennsylvania Avenue, in
celebration of the day’s historic

event.
Along with being at the 58th
Presidential Inauguration, stu-

dents witnessed another undoubt-
edly historic day in American
history. Taking place the day after
President Trump was sworn into
office, the Women’s March on
Washington was reportedly the
largest protest in American history,
with an estimated 470,000 people
in the Washington D.C. area, and
SMCHS students had a front row
seat.

“Though the Women’s March
on Washington was very hectic
to navigate as a large group, it is
something that will definitely be in
history books someday,” said senior
Wendy Castillo. “When people are
learning about these events I'll be
able to say that I witnessed the city
during such a significant moment
in history.”

Although the action packed
week that students spent in D.C.
did not allow a lot of time for sleep,
it did yield some irreplaceable les-
sons.

Lessons included confidence in
one’s political efficacy along with
the opportunity to collaborate with
hundreds of students in an open
and safe forum.

Refugees cry for help

The Syrian Civil War has created a large humanitarian crisis.

By lan Gutierrez and
Hannah Prince, Staff Writers

The civil war in Syria has become
more than a “war”; it has become a
humanitarian crisis. The popula-
tion is conflicted by the Assad re-
gime and Syrian rebels fighting for
control, power and influence.

According to the United Na-
tions, between 2012 and 2016, more
than 400,000 Syrians have died
in the war and 5 million have fled
with another 6.6 million internally
displaced. The war is being fought
between forces loyal to President
Basharal-Assad and those opposed
to his rule.

The second largest city in Syria,
Aleppo, has also been taken over by
the Assad military and the city has
been abandoned by its residents.
The mass destruction from bombs,
airstrikes and excessive looting
leave civilians in the middle of
conflict. Omran, a young boy from
Aleppo, has been named the face
of the Syrian Civil War as images

of him have spread across the in-
ternet -- his body covered in ashes
and face bloodied and bruised.

This is a war where neither side
has much regard for civilian casu-
alties. Different factions fight each
other with little clarity over who
are the heroes, rebels or terrorists.

The war started over an attempt
to overthrow the long standing
Assad regime involving failed eco-
nomic and political reforms. Years
later, protests against the govern-
ment which, after government
fired on protesters in 2011, became
a full-fledged armed rebellion.

“The refugees make it a pivotal
moment in history as far as being
a modern nation concerns,” AP
World History teacher Bryn Du-
Bois said. “In the wider world view,
it will be interesting to see how it
affects the relationship between
other countries involved like the
U.S. or Russia or Iran or Saudi Ara-
bia. Because so many people are
focused on it, I can only imagine it
will have an effect on the way peo-
pleact.”

The Syrian military has been
criticized over accusations of using
chemical weapons, banned since
World War II, on militias and civil-
ians. According to TIME, as recent-
ly as Sept. 6, 2016, the government
army dropped bombs filled with
chlorine gas on the city of Aleppo.
Within minutes, those affected by
the gas were treated for injuries,
the youngest victim being five
years old. Two deaths were report-
ed because of this attack.

Tensions between the United
States and Russia have increased
as aresult of the two countries sup-
porting different sides in the war.

“Because [Putin’s] goals are very
different than the United States,
he has aligned himself into an ad-
versarial position,” DuBois said. “I
don't think this is something new
or recent. In many ways, it is a con-
tinuation of the relationship we
have had in the past.”

Assad’s government is being
supported by Vladimir Putin and
the Russian government, while, the
rebels are supported by the United

The refugees make it a pivotal moment
in history as far as being a modern nation
Is concerned.

~ AP World History teacher Bryn Dubois

States government.

“[Bashar Assad] is a dictator, and
he hasabused his people horrifical-
ly” Dubois said. “You can see that
in the shift of the Obama admin-
istration at first desired to pressure
him to step down. But then, [we]
see him as the lesser of two evils
in comparison to ISIS. It is a real-
ly complex situation because it’s
not just about the internal strug-
gle for authority between Bashar
Assad and the Syrian people, it’s
now broadened Russian support
because Russia is trying to expand
their own influence throughout the

Middle East and elsewhere.”

Immigrants who flee from Syr-
ia face difficulties finding a place
to stay. Those who flee to Europe
face a perilous journey. Some
drown while they attempt to cross
the Mediterranean sea and others
freeze to death in the cold winter.

With millions being displaced
around the world, the hope for a
safe haven is the goal of many ref-
ugees trying to escape the war. In-
habitants are abandoning Syria as
the conflict continues to arise, and
foreign governments are increas-
ingly becoming involved.
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Safe studying

Global terrorism increases, but I still want to experience life overseas.

By Riley Davies, Staff Writer

Studying abroad: on one end of
the spectrum, you get to expe-
rience a new life, gain valuable
knowledge of the world and be
introduced to opportunities and
friendships you would never
experience in your own country.
However, with the good comes the
bad. Being in a foreign country;,
the risk of danger is heightened
as you leave behind a whole life at
home.

Living and studying in another
country forces you to either learn
the language or improve your
knowledge of it. There’s no better
way to learn a language than
hearing it from the native tongue
speakers. No matter how good
you are at speaking it, language
barriers are an issue. When you
live in another country, you live
like a local. You are no longer a
tourist and you no longer have
translated guides to make your life
that much easier.

One of my personal goals is to
become bilingual and living in a
foreign country would improve
my chances of achieving that goal.
I am someone who, unfortunately,
does not have a talent for learning
languages, which will quickly
cause a lot of frustration. While
abroad, I do not know how I will
handle my studies, which make
me hesitant to study in a different
country.

I know I would miss the
comforts of home and constantly

stress about everything that I am
leaving behind. I have hopes
however, that if I do

go study abroad, I

would forget

about every-

thing at

home

ina

mat-
ter of
weeks.
These are
all the obvious
effects of traveling
abroad. However, there
are much deeper fears that go
along with traveling across the
pond.
Safety is always a fear when
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you are away from home. Safety
ranges from having a fever to
being at risk of terrorist

Unfortunate-

CNN reports
that in 2015 there
was a 650 percent in-
crease from the previous year in
terrorist attacks in developed and
first world countries.
However, terrorism has seen a

10 percent decrease worldwide.

Terrorism is unpredictable. Ter-
rorism could potentially have an
increased risk in a foreign country
but, it is a risk everywhere now.
European countries such as France
and Belgium are considered high
risk for terror attacks.

ISIS fighters are also now, more
than ever, blending into society
making terrorist attacks much
easier to carry out. It isvalid to
have worries about your safety in a
foreign country. However, it
should not limit your desire to live
in another country.

Studying abroad programs can-
not completely prevent this risk or
even predict an attack but these
programs are well thought out and
have made their best attempt at
limiting the risks. The programs
have taken everything into account
and they are well aware of every-
thing that could happen; so, they
do know how to keep you safe and
away from harm.

The world is changing, at times
for the better and sometimes for
the worse. It may not be perfect
overseas but in the big picture it
is all part of the experience. Being
open to emerging yourself in a
foreign country will give you expe-
riences that will last a lifetime and
an abundance of memories shared
with new friends from different
places of the world and experi-
ence. This is something I would
never want to miss.

144 character governing

President Trump’s Twitter is a real means of communication for supporters.

By lan Gutierrez,
Staff Writer

Twitter: a place where come-

dy, politics and confrontation
coincide. Politicians, celebrities,
and public figures use Twitter to
directly communicate with their
followers. Most notably during his
campaign, President Trump used
Twitter more effectively than any
other candidate did.

From criticizing his opponents
to arguing over bad reviews of his
restaurant, Trump actively uses
the social platform to express
himself. However, now that he is
President of the United States, the
question must be asked: should
he control his own Twitter?

President Obama used Twitter
throughout his presidency, but
it was used for political purposes
rather than personal matters. A
complete contrast to Obama’s
Twitter account, Trump’s Twitter
is known for his sudden angered
outbursts.

After the comedy show Satur-
day Night Live aired skits where
Alec Baldwin portrayed Trump
in a satirical way, Trump tweeted
up a firestorm calling the show a
failure, unfunny and unwatchable.

Other recent outbursts include
Vice President Mike Pence’s
attendance to the play “Hamilton”.
The actors spoke directly to Pence
asking him to ensure he upholds
America’s core values of diversity
and acceptance. Trump tweeted
saying how the cast had harassed
and was very rude to the VP, de-
spite Pence saying he did not find
it offensive at all. Most recently,
after U.S. Representative and Civil
Rights Activist John Lewis said

he would boycott the president’s
inauguration, Trump fired back
with a tweet saying that Lewis’s
district is falling apart and is in
horrible shape.

Trump’s transition from citizen
to president has had little impact
on his freedom to tweet anything
he wants. As a man who is now
the most influential person in the
world, he is still communicating
without the filter or deliberation
that his position needs.

If he is to keep his Twitter, he
needs to change his approach.
Instead of praising controversial
figures like Vladimir Putin or con-
fronting people who have stood up
to him, he needs to spend a little
more time thinking about what he
is about to say and the repercus-
sions his words may have.

However, Trump’s non-con-
formist way of being a politician
has been part of his appeal and
is a reason people voted for
him. The uncensored, authentic
nature of Trump’s tweets have
actually helped his support.

During his Inaugural Ball
speech, Trump asked the audi-
ence if he should or should not
continue to use Twitter. He then
claimed that Twitter was a way of
bypassing dishonest media.

Trump has set himself apart
from other leaders of our gov-
ernment by straying away from
the traditional disposition of a
politician. By allowing himself
to seem more connected to his
supporters, his activeness on
social media has caused a sense
of authentic communication be-
tween leader and people that has
not been present in history.

Attacking comedy shows for
poking fun at him and criticizing
news organizations might not
be the best way for a president
to act.

However, allowing Trump
to keep his Twitter might be the
only way for him to express his
opinions and to keep his follow-
ers involved and supportive of his
presidency.

lllustration by
lan Gutierrez
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The “mentallyill”’ response andsolutionto every massshooting
might just be a cover-up.

By Allison de la Bastida,
Opinion Editor

The panel nods in agreement
as he’s referred to as a loner, and
within a few minutes into the
discussion, anchors have already
boxed him into a stereotypical
backstory--the outsider from soci-
ety with a troubled past. The cam-
era zooms out and the red labels
at the bottom of the screen alerts
viewers to the tragedy that has
occurred by a mentally ill man.

With the several mass gun
shootings that occurred in 2016,
the 5 o'clock media drew watchers
as the details of these events un-
folded, both parties grieving with
the revelations. Sadly, in the midst
of research, a lack of information
among those figures on TV made
what is now a trademark move in
the response of who did it.

The U.S. media are quick to di-
agnose the shooter as mentally ill
without an actual degree to verify
the claim. This reoccurring state-
ment has not only been repeated
with the same character descrip-
tive adjectives over and over again,
but it has caused the stereotypes
of mental health issues to rise
amongst fear of people that deal
with them.

Why are we always so quick
to blame mental health, yet not
quick enough to take preventative
measures?

Leading to the debatable ques-
tions: could a psychiatric diagnosis
prevent such acts?

In the case of the Fort Lauder-
dale shooting, multiple sources
have confirmed that Esteban San-
tiago openly confessed to the po-
lice about experiencing terroristic
thoughts. Although Santiago was
referred to psychiatric treatment,
it didn'’t help prevent the devasta-
tion that occurred.

The FBI had this information
and an open claim of threat yet
were not able to prevent the act
that followed. A similar situa-
tion to the Orlando nightclub
shooting, in which suspect Omar
Marteen had been under FBI
inspection after making multiple
death threats. The FBI did not
take action--again.

This pattern has caused many
to ask: why didn’t the FBI do any-
thing about it?

This same thought was ex-

pressed by Orlando shooting
victim, Jeff Rodriguez, who is still
pro-gun even after the incident.
The right to bearm arms is up

to the individuals in society to
choose to exercise. It’s redirecting
that conversation to focus more on
what Rodriguez and others have
started to advocate: providing gun
laws that endorse a background
check before giving permission to
own a weapon.

“People with mental illness are
getting guns and committing these
mass shootings,” said speaker of
the House Paul Ryan following the
2016 San Bernardino shooting.

Yet according to a public health
study, less than 5 percent of gun
homicides between 2001 and 2010
were committed by people with
diagnoses of mental illness.

Furthermore, people who have
been involuntarily committed

because of mental illness are
prohibited from buying guns.
Therfore decreasing their chance
as being responsible of the mass
shooting acts.

The problem is that while the
Senate backed up mental health
legislations, it failed to contribute
bills to require universal back-
ground checks and bar people
on the terrorism watch list from
buying guns, outright rejecting
these bills.

The mentally ill are not the rea-
son for the terrorist acts or mass
shootings that are occurring. This
reinforces the thought that men-
tally ill people are violent, a stereo-
type that needs to be broken.

So you tell me, is naming some-
one mentally ill the easy way out
of a serious problem?

As reported by Salon, “seeking
medical help for depression or

anxiety is apparently stronger
evidence of violent tendencies
than going out and purchasing a
weapon.”

Simply, it’s becoming a cover-up
to an issue that will not go away.
No change will be made, no lives
will be saved and no Americans
will be safe until we are able to
find solid and long-term solu-
tions designed to prevent mass
shootings.

However, its crucial to note that
it’s not about pointing blame at
institutions but rather how these
institutions can unite to create
a real solution, not a trademark
response.

According to non-profit orga-
nization Gun Violence Archive,
there were 385 mass shootings
in 2016. That’s more shootings
than there are days in one year. So
what’s 2017 going to do about it?
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A house divided

From blood to bloodshed, my sister and |

compete for the upper hand.

By Taylor Gather,
Staff Writer

I never thought that my little
sister would be my greatest rival.

Like every other five-year-old, I
began to play AYSO for the Wacky
Watermelons; orange slices and
vibrant ribbon bows were my life.
Since I'm the eldest of three girls
in my family, my younger sisters
soon followed suit and began play-
ing soccer when they turned five
years old. I'm only two years older
than the middle child, Jordyn, and
was eager and excited to show her
the ropes around the fast-paced
sport. Being a big sister is all I'd
ever known, so I was more than
willing to assume a mentor posi-
tion to help guide her to achieve
her full potential.

The more we trained and the
better she got, I began to question
if I was doing the right thing. I
mean, what if my seven-year-old
self had trained her too well, and
she would become the new prod-
igy of the family? But after about
20 minutes of contemplating what
I should do, I concluded that I
would always be the best since 'm
older and therefore better.

Then there was club soccer.
Ever since [ was introduced to the
world of club, when I was eight
years old, by a scouting coach, I
officially became hooked on the
competitive side of the sport. I
went to numerous fitness trainers,
coaches and even worked out on
my own so | could work my way
up to the best club team that there
was. After six years of nonstop
hard work and all of my time given
to improving my play, I had finally
joined a team that competed at the
highest level: Elite Clubs National
League, or ECNL.

The harder I worked and the
more I accomplished, the more
Jordyn aspired to be like her big

| Opinion

Cali
can’t
drive
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Best frenemies - Senior Taylor Gather’s chance to defeat her sister in a game against JSerra ended in a tie.

sister. When I joined a club team
she did too. Together we began to
develop our own individual styles
of play, as well as an unspoken

sibling rivalry of who was the best.

I was then presented with a
challenge every 14-year-old faces:
high school. Not only did I have
to adjust to my new class sched-
ule and meet potential lifelong
friends, but I also had tried to

make one of the high school
soccer teams. [ was lucky enough
to play for the junior varsity team
my freshman year, but then was
moved up to varsity my sopho-
more year. Everyone expected Jor-
dyn to follow in my footsteps and
attend SMCHS, but her ultimate
decision is one that still shocks
friends and family to this day.
We've both played soccer our

whole lives, and although we train
together and have competed on
the same teams, I never imagined
that we would play against each
other. With her on the rival JSerra
varsity soccer team, I knew that
all of our training and hard work
together would be put to the test
- against each other. So instead of
competing with one of my best
friends, I'm competing against a
frenemy.

Home life isn't as peaceful as it
used to be, either. It’s hard living
with the enemy, especially since I
have to watch what I say about my
team around her. It’s an unwrit-
ten law that we don't discuss our
teams with each other.

Competitiveness has always
been a significant part of our
soccer lives, but was never directed
so much toward each other until
now. As a forward, I knew what
was to come when I played her,
especially since she’s a defender.
The only good thing about playing
my sister is that I know her style of
play, but I guess she could say the
same thing about me.

The time had finally come. On
Jan. 21, my sister and I competed
in a game that would finally settle
the score and determine who is the
best of the best.

While each team battled for
victory, I battled for superiority.
With both teams containing a win
on their belt, this was the final
opportunity of the season to prove
that I would and always will be
better. Through the blood, sweat,
and cheers, the final whistle had
blown, signifying that the game
would end in a tie.

Although I'll never know who
the superior sister is (It’s actually
me), [ will always support Jordyn
as long as she’s out of the JSerra
uniform, and look forward to rac-
ing her on the track in the spring.

By Lauren Kesic,
Staff Writer

Rainy days used to be my favor-
ite -- I could bundle up in warm
clothes, sit by the fire and sip on a
hot cup of coffee. Unfortunately, I
now fear rainy days.

I've had my driver’s license for
two years and I'm proud to say I've
never been one to panic behind
the wheel. But that’s changed
within the past month consider-
ing all of the rain California has
received.

My dad always told me to be
extra cautious while driving in
the rain but I never paid attention
to his advice until the belated
El Nifio arrived. Within the past
month, I've driven through severe
weather conditions which have
caused me to not only lose my love
for rainy days, but to fear for my
safety.

Once the consecutive rainy days
began, so did the anxiety I felt
while driving. I felt safer driving
slower because I knew if T had
to slow down for a red light that
I wouldn't have to slam on my
brakes, reducing my risk of hy-
droplaning. But as the speedsters
zoomed past my little white car,

I could only hope and pray that
the rain wouldn’t negatively effect
their inability to be more cautious.

Rain might not slow down those
speedsters, but it will bring traffic
to a halt. Driving to and from
school used to be a breeze, but the
more it rained the more accidents
occurred. It saddens me to think
that the root cause of the totaled
cars, the cars who ran off the road
and the cars who hydroplaned into
other cars was the rain.

After the conditions I've had to
drive through I'm starting to think
I won't drive on a street where I
can't see five feet away from me
due to heavy rain. My drives in the
rain to and from school made me a
panicked driver. The heavy rain re-
duced visibility and frightened me
to the point where my knuckles
would turn white from gripping
the wheel so hard. I feared for
what I couldn't see in front or to
the side of me because I knew at
any point I could run into a car
without realizing it until point of
impact.

Californians really don’'t know
how to drive in the rain, and that
makes me feel uneasy. We're not
used to wet conditions and that’s
pretty obvious once we have to
drive through them.

The heavier the rain, the
less safe it is to drive -- not just
because of the ones who pay no
attention to change in condition,
which requires a slight change in
driving habits, but because of the
things I myself have to pay more
attention to.

Driving in sunny California is a
breeze -- I can drive the speed lim-
it, be at ease with the other driv-
ers, drive through minimal traffic,
worry less about weather-related
accidents and actually see in front
of me. But one little rain drop and
all that easiness goes away. Now
when it rains I don’t want to drive
myself because I'm afraid for my
safety and the safety of others.
Rain is a beautiful thing for our
drought, but it’s a disastrous thing
for our drivers.
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Music apps lose popularity due to the newly released music app competitors.
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By Rachel Tetreault, Staff Writer

he App Store is a battle field

I among rising music apps. Each

music app appeals to a different

audience, but sooner or later the new
apps will drive the old apps out.

The SMCHS Eagle Eye website poll
showed 60 different students that voted
on their preference for the five different
music apps: Spotify, Apple Music, Sound-
Cloud, Pandora or Tidal.

With an astonishing 62%, or 37 votes
students preferred Spotify out of the five
music apps. Following Spotify, the polls
showed that Apple Music was in second
place for most preferred music app, with
23%, or 14 votes. SoundCloud and Pan-
dora come in a third place tie with 7%,
or 4 votes. Lastly, with a low percentile
of 2% or 1 vote, Tidal received the lowest
music app preference.

According to Shobhit Seth, a writer for
Investopedia, Spotify is at the top of the
music chain.

In 2008, Spotify was launched, peaking
when it became available in 60 differ-
ent counties. Years later, Spotify has 100
million active users. Spotify’s users use
the app because they can listen to many
different famous artists, as well as create
and follow playlists.

From playlists consisting of workout
music, feel-good music, and to “just
hanging out” music, Spotify creates play-
lists for different events and moods. This
feature allows users to explore different
\_ genresiof music.

Artsteachier, Christine Adolph, believes
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that Spotify is the most beneficial of the
music apps.

“[Spotify] is the best and easiest app for
me to navigate around,” Adolph said. “ I
love that I can make and follow playlists
that I enjoy listening to.”

However, some listeners, such as the
“Swifties,” or the Taylor Swift fans, do not
like Spotify because her music is no lon-
geravailable. According to a writer for the
Business Insider, Pamela Engel, Swift de-
cided in 2014 to sign out of her contract
and took all her songs with her.

With more famous artists who aren'’t
on Spotify joining Apple Music, it follows
Spotify in the ratings. In 100 countries
worldwide, Apple Music was launched in
June 2015 and it continues to expand in
popularity.

Priced at $9.99 per person or $14.99 a
month for a family of up to 6 members,
Apple Music allows users to download
any song of a user’s choosing for free.
Data is an issue for most teens, but with
Apple Music, users are allowed to enjoy
music worry free and internet free. How-
ever, the price is more expensive than
most music apps.

“My music gets downloaded straight
to my phone so I don’t have to use data,
which is convenient because I can listen
to [music] whenever and where ever I
want without using the internet,” said ju-
nior Brendan Myers.

Another popular app is SoundCloud.
Most users do not pay for this app, but on
March.29;2016, SoundCloud released a

“l use Apple
Music most
of the time
because |

don’t want to
use up all my

data.’

-junior Devyn
Prater

| think the main reason that
SoundCloud is not as popular is

because Apple Music and Spotify get

music from the bigger artist before
SoundCloud does.

~senior Neil Schuler

premium version known as SoundCloud
Go. By purchasing SoundCloud Go, users
can experience music without advertise-
ments.

One of the unique features of Sound-
cloud is that it allows independent art-
ists to upload their music, resulting in
user ability to find unique, lesser known
music.

“SoundCloud is the best because of all
the remixes,” said senior Neil Schuler.
“Most apps have more mainstream mu-
sic, so it’s nice to get music that no one
else listens to.”

However, with only 75 million active
users, SoundCloud might come to an
end of their 10 year run because of the
decrease of popularity.

“I think the main reason that Sound-
Cloud is not as popular is because Apple
Music and Spotify get music from the
bigger artist before SoundCloud does,’
Schuler said.

According to Matthew Ingram, writer
for Market Intelligence, SoundCloud’s
co-founder Alexander Ljung, admitted
that SoundCloud is losing money due to
the competition and unsuccessful run of

“I ike Spotify
out of
everything else
because it has
all the famous
artists | like to
isten to. ”
-junior Nick
Parrino

their new SoundCloud Go app. Sound-
Cloud is running out of funds and losing
popularity.

As rumors arise from SoundCloud’s di-
lemma, other major music app compa-
nies look into buying out SoundCloud to
expand.

“Spotify was said to be discussing a
potential [ownership of] SoundCloud
last year, but Bloomberg [Businessweek
website] said the deal fell apart after
the two companies couldn’t agree on a
price,” Ingram said. “Now Google is said
to be looking at a potential purchase of
[SoundCloud], to help beef up its Google
Play subscription service.”

Older music apps, such as Pandora Ra-
dio and iTunes, are losing money and be-
coming less popular because of the other
major music app competitors.

Pandora Radio was released in Janu-
ary 2000 and was highly popular around
the time with 8o million users. But like
all other apps, people started to outgrow
Pandora as soon as the bigger competi-
tors joined the market.

Junior Nick Parrino once had Pandora,
but as the app got older, Pandora didn’t
offer as much new music as he would
have liked.

“I used to have Pandora and it worked
fine when I had it,” Parrino said. “But
once I discovered Spotify, I stopped using
Pandora because [Spotify] had a better
variety of music that I wanted to listen to
and I could create any playlist [ wanted.”

Another not as popular music app is

Tidal. Released in 2014, Tidal has not
been successful in the App Store statis-
tics.

Fortunately, singer Shawn Carter,
known as “Jay Z” came to Tidal’s rescue,
by purchasing Tidal in 2015, changing
the app’s strategy for making money.

“The reason behind the 1,000 percent
increase in Tidal’s value is the platform’s
clever strategy of exclusive music releas-
es [created by Jay-Z],” Quartz Media said.

Two very popular artists, Kanye West
and Rhianna, tests Tidal’s new method
by exclusively publishing their albums.
According to Quartz Media, “The life of
Pablo”, written by West, and “Anti”, writ-
ten by Rhianna, gave Tidal more popu-
larity as well.

Junior Olivia Hernandez thinks that af-
ter Jay-Z’s purchase of Tidal and his new
strategy of only exclusive music, the app
has improved.

“I love that I can be the first one out of
all my friends to hear a song that every-
one is dying to hear,” said Hernandez.

On the other hand, Tidal currently
ranges from $9.99 to $19.99 a month, de-
pending on user preference of high-fidel-
ity sound.

With all the different types of music
providing apps, each person has his or
her personal preference on what to listen
to. Whether someone listens to main-
stream music or an unknown artist, each
app will cater to each individual user’s
musical preference whether the app is
old or new.

photos by Rachel Tetreault

The oldies areout ..........

62% of students
use Spotify music.

23% of students
use Apple music.

7% of students
use Soundcloud.

7% of students use
Pandora music.

2% of students
use Tidal music.

Survey says - A recent poll on the Eagle Eye website indicates that Spo-
tify is the most popular music app among SMCHS students.

“I’'m one
of the few
people who
knows how
to navigate
Soundcloud, so
| always show
my friends new
remixes.”
-senior Nell
Schuler
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Throwbact

Some people like watching T.V. but junior Justin Evans prefers being on it.

By Chloe Le,
Web Editor-in-Chief

very kid remembers their

E most fond childhood

memories -- like the first

time they went to Disneyland, their

first sleepover or when they landed

a role on the hit television series
“Heroes” at the age of five.

Justin Evans’ moment came
when he was five-years-old and his
family took their Christmas card
pictures. The photographer men-
tioned to his mom, Lori Evans, that
Justin was very photogenic and that
she should talk to an agent.

“I remember making an appoint-
ment with the agency and they told
me they would talk to Justin in a
room by themselves and get back
to us in a week,” Lori said. “But
immediately after talking to Justin
they said they wanted to represent
him which shocked me.”

After that moment, Justin’s
childhood was more than just little
league games and play dates. The
next four years consisted of week-
ends in Burbank and Pasadena to
shoot for “Heroes”, a science fiction
television drama series.

“My favorite part of the whole
experience by far was hanging out
with Hayden Panettiere,” Justin
said. “She even helped me with my
math homework.”

photo by Chioe Le

Lights, camera, batter up - From hitting shots on the field to headshots, junior Justin Evans is able to balance his
acting career along with his extra curricular activities

Although he started to act at a
very young age, his surroundings
in a more mature environment
helped him become more social
and create conversations with
adults.

“Acting has definitely helped me
socially,” Justin said. “I had to learn
improv and I feel like that height-
ened my way of thinking and my
communication skills. It made it
easier for me to talk to adults be-
cause I was in the adult world”

Lori struggled to allow heryoung
son to commit to such a time-con-
suming activity; after all, she would
be the one driving him to the many
photoshoots and auditions.

“Initially, I didnt want him to
do this at all” Lori said. “I think I
let him act because I never got into
the stage mom stuff and into the
competitions. There are auditions
where the moms are like ‘my kid
did this, my kid did that’ but I just
stayed grounded throughout the

whole thing”

Balancing sports, school, acting
and even modeling, Lori had to
take on responsibilities that a nor-
mal mom would never experience.

“I'm not going to lie, it was ex-
tremely difficult” Lori said. “I
remember one time Justin had a
little league championship game.
He was modeling for H&M and we
were running late to the game so he
was freaking out, changing in the
car and I was driving on the shoul-

der. It was crazy but we made it and
won the game.”

Knowing he would be on T.V. at
such a young age didn't affect Jus-
tin or his perspective on life. He
remained humble throughout his
childhood and even now doesn’t
view himself any differently.

“A lot of the kids at my school
knew I was on “Heroes” but I was
never the one to bring it up,” Jus-
tin said. “I was never like ‘Oh yeah
I'm an actor, did you know that?’
Because to me, it wasn't a big deal
and it still isn’t.”

Along with acting, Justin mod-
eled for Disney catalogs, Pokémon,
Jakks Pacific, Lacoste, Toyota
and Polo up until he decided to
dedicate his time to baseball and
school.

“I would say modeling and act-
ing didn’t really affect my child-
hood,” Justin said. “I don't regret
it because it’s not like I missed out
on that much of my childhood. It
would be different if I was doing
it at this age because I wouldn’t be
able to play baseball or hang out
with friends like a normal teenag-
er”

Although his days behind the
camera are long gone, Justin still
receives paychecks in the mail
whenever the show is aired or
streamed. It’s a just a small remind-
er of his unique childhood of when
he starred on T.V.

Novelwriting 101

English teachers give the inside scoop on writing and publishing.

By Chloe Le, Web Editor-in-Chief & lIvanna Rea, Managing Editor

English teachers James Silber-
stein and Bruce Fleming know the
behind the scenes of novel writing.

Silberstein has been teaching at
SMCHS since 2007. But outside the
walls of his classroom, he has writ-
ten four novels and has numerous
short stories published in presti-
gious literary magazines such as
Narrative Magazine and The Las-
caux Review.

“I've always considered myself a
creative person,” Silberstein said.
“Inspiration is like being carried
by angels. But actually finishing a
novel is closer to digging ditches or
finishing a marathon.”

Normally, it takes Silberstein
about a year to complete the rough
draft. His current project, however,
is 10 years in process.

“I realized novelists have more
control than any other performing
artist,” Silberstein said. “As a nov-
elist, your words become a person’s
thoughts, and if the reader is will-
ing to meet you halfway, you can
take that person anywhere as long
asyou can find the right words.”

According to Silberstein, aspir-
ing writers need to get used to re-
jection because it is a reminder of
how far they’ve come.

“If you want to write, or fol-
low any creative path, I think one
needs to develop a sense of process
and mastery that transcends what

Every author
has a little part of
themselves in their
work.

~ English teacher
Bruce Fleming

other people think,” Silberstein
said. “I think real mastery involves
tearing up the dance floor without
worrying if anyone digs your moves
or not.”

Since the ‘8os, Fleming, known
as B.R. Fleming to his readers,
has written over five full-length
screenplays and two novels; “Sum-
mertime Blues” and “The Secret
People” as well as one in the mak-
ing. His two self-published novels
stemmed from his screenplays.

“I basically turned my screen-
plays into novels because it’s a lot
easier nowadays to self publish,’
Fleming said. “I figured I can pub-
lish my novels and then if anyone
wanted to make a movie or buy
the screenplay I'd already have the

screenplay.”

Because he’s self-published,
Fleming relies on media exposure
by creating pages, such as his Twit-
ter presence @BFScreenwriter.

Fleming’s writing process begins
with the creation of a playlist of
songs that pertain to that specific
novel as well as making an outline
of major plot points with the over-
all idea of the novel set out. Once
he’s completed his playlists and
outlines, he mentally prepares by
getting in touch with his charac-
ters.

“Every author has a little part of
themselves in their work,” Fleming
said. “Until I get to the point where
I feel connected with the charac-
ters, I can’t write. Once I feel that
connection with the characters,
the only thing in my head is the
book, all day long even when I'm
teaching. It’s what’s in the back of
my mind all the time is what the
characters are doing.”

While writers can eventually
face setbacks such as writers block,
the best remedy to overcoming
such obstacles, according to Flem-
ing, is to do the one thing that he
or she was meant to do.

“You can't learn to be a writer
without actually writing,” Fleming
said. “No matter how crummy your
writing is, you have to sit down and
write.”

Batons up

Senior Noelle Zielinski takes her artistic talents
to the professional world.

By Sarah Turner, News Editor

As a freshman, Noelle Zielins-
ki sat in the audience of a Drum
Corp International show. Amazed
at what she saw, she decided right
there that one day that would be
her. Four years later, Zielinski is in
the process of accomplishing just
that.

As captain of the school’s color
guard team for two years, Zielinski
knows where her passion lies. She
followed her dream outside the
walls of SMCHS and auditioned
for Drum Corps International in
December in San Jose, CA.

“The way it works is you either
get contracted, callback, or come
back next time,” Zielinski said. “I
was lucky enough to get a contract
for my first audition.”

Now that she is contracted, she
is officially a member of the team
Pacific Crest Drum Core, which is
a part of DCI.

“DCI is kind of like the NFL of
Color Guard and Marching Band,
so it's professional marching
band,” Zielinski said. “We travel all
around the US over the summer.
So I'm going in June to camp for
two weeks and then I'm going to
be going on tour and travelling all
around the country.”

Zielinski leaves to tour the coun-
try in June and returns home on
Aug 13. Tuition for the team is 3000
dollars. Zielinski has a GoFundMe
to raise money for the tour.

“It’s pay to play, so you have to

pay for yourself” Zielinski said.
“I've been working a part time job
forever. If you want to donate just
like 10 bucks to my GoFundMe that
could buy me a soda on tour.”

Being involved in DCI will be
an extremely physical and difficult
experience for Zielinski. However
her excitement for the experience
remains just as high.

“When I got contracted they told
me I was going to be burning 6000
calories a day,” Zielinski said. “This
is an athletic activity. My coach
came back from DCI ripped, and
I'm terrified but I'm so excited.”

Zielinski is also looking forward
to the overall experience of being
on tour.

“I'm most excited to travel and
do what I love to do,” Zielinski
said. “Because at football games,
although I love it, no one really
watches us. So I'm excited to go
where people are going to pay to
watch me.”
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School lent computers face extensive changes.

By Claire Robidoux, Feature Editor

ew computers
are coming to
campus, and

these (probably) won't
catch on fire.

As SMCHS prepared
for a mass technologi-
cal change in the sum-
mer of 2014, they saw
only a glimpse of their
school’s future poten-
tial. Three years later,
the Lenovo Yoga has
become a vital part of
holding textbooks, fin-
ishing homework, gath-
ering research and day
to day learning. Now, as
the tablet grows older,
SMCHS looks back for
inspiration to move for-
ward.

“I still remember the
very first shipment of
computers that came
in,” said Scott Bricker,
Director of Education-
al Technology. “The
tech center was emp-

ty and there were no windows. It
was just a door and a big hole with
eight hundred computers. At first
it was like, ‘What have we gotten
our selves into? Now you look at
it three years later, and I know its
not perfect, but it’s working really,
really well.”

The “not perfect” part is the first
ever school computer’s battery.
The Lenovo Yoga’s full charge time
is meant to last eight hours, yet
too many computers die after only
three hours orless. ETV’s “Ask Gar-
rett” featured Bricker in response
to a student question regarding
this issue.

“Like the cell phone battery dies,
every rechargeable battery has a
lifespan,” Bricker said. “You can
only charge it so many times before
it just loses ability to keep being
charged”

If any computer batteries are in
need of replacement, the IT cen-
ter will replace them on the spot.
Other issues with the Yoga include
frozen screens, wireless issues and
even spontaneous combustion.

| remember walking
from the front of the
school to the library
with smoke trailing
out of my tablet.

~ senior Brooke Leet

While smoking tablets are an
uncommon occurrence, senior
Brooke Leet was a first hand wit-
ness. Leet had gone to IT a number
of times, and after a few visits IT
sent her computer back to a third
part venor for repairs. The vendor
left a loose screw in the comput-
er causing a short. Leet began to
smell gasoline.

“I remember walking from the
front of the school to the library
with smoke trailing out of my tab-

let and kids looking at me like,
‘What did she do?” Leet said.

IT told Leet that while she had
gone to get a pass from her teacher,
they saw a small flame after remov-
ing the bottom board of the com-
puter.

Principal Raymond Dunne, as
well as IT, responded quickly to the
issue at hand by changing repair
vendors and providing Leet with a
new computer

The computer warranty states
that for a new tablet to be giv-
en, a student’s computer must
be brought to IT with the same
problem three times. Because of
the policy, it took Leet two loner
tablets and a ruined backpack to
receive a new computer.

“The first tablet I got was just
one of those lemon computers that
was never going to work from the
beginning,” Leet said. “I feel like
other kids might have that issue as
well”

SMCHS has been taking action
to look for new computers. Lenovo,
Intel, the company that manufac-

tures the chips for the tab-
lets, and Golden Star Tech-
nology, the school vendor,
met with the school on Jan.
17 to discuss the next step
for technology on campus.

“We were reminiscing
on where the program’s
coming from,” Bricker said.
“'m planning two and
three years out. It’s a never
ending process, and you al-
ways want to keep improv-
ing”

The process consists of
four staff members going
to the Consumer Electron-
ics Show in Vegas, a con-
vention held to exhibit the
latest in technology.

In February, Lenovo,
Toshiba, Dell, HP and oth-
er computer companies
will send demo devices to
the school for the students
to test.

After that, the new com-
puter will be decided and
ordered in the spring.

Feature
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Bearing Down - Senior Richard Wagner will swap his SMCHS blue and gold jersey for a new red, white, and black one when he moves from the Eagles’ field to the Big Red Bears’ field.

Senior Richard Wagner’s hard work on and off the field paid off
in his commitment to Cornell University.

By Devin Walsh, Staff Writer

cceptance to an Ivy
League school is a
ream that often seems

unattainable, but senior and
SMCHS varsity football quarter-
back Richard Wagner made the
impossible possible. After years
of hard work, dedication and
persevering through many tri-
als and tribulations, Wagner an-
nounced his commitment to Cor-
nell University on Dec. 10, 2016.

Wagner’s journey to his com-
mitment to Cornell differs to the
typical athletic recruitment. In-
stead of waiting for offers, Wagner
reached out to coaches himself.

“Junior year is always a pretty big
year for high school football players
togetrecruited, and I didn’t playju-
nior year,” Wagner said. “All I could
really do is just contact coaches
saying ‘Hey! I backed up this really
good quarterback. Here’s who I am,
here are my grades and here are
my highlights from the little that
I've played. [Cornell was] the first
school that really looked at me and
really believed in me as a player.”

While Wagner did receive of-
fers from other schools, he found
the recruitment process to be
more stressful than most athletes
due to not being able to play for
the majority of his junior year

“I'm very relieved that the pro-
cess is over, Wagner said. “[The
process] was extremely successful
seeing as [ was behind a very good
quarterback. I worked the hardest
I could in the off season between
my junior and senior year. I am
proud of how I played consider-
ing a lot of different things, new
coach, new offense, young players.”

Although SMCHS is a part of
the Trinity League, which is argu-
ably one of the toughest and most
competitive leagues in the na-
tion, Wagner did not let the chal-
lenge get in the way of success.

“You have to put in a lot of extra
work to be good in Trinity league,”
Wagner said. “It’s always the
work youre doing when nobody’s
watching. That’s what counts.”

Even with all the work Wagner
put in on the field, he knew he had

to put in even more work outside
of athletics to get an offer from an
Ivy League school like Cornell. He
pushes himself academically by
taking AP and IB courses, but the
hard work doesn’t stop there. He
played the violin from fifth to ninth
grade and the stand up bass from
ninth to twelfth grade and has
been a part of several SMCHS per-
formances. Wagner also volunteers
for boy scouts and even reached the
Eagle Scout level his freshman year.

“I believe that the notoriety of
Santa Margarita combined with
playing an instrument, being an
eagle scout, and trying to be the
most well rounded I could really
helped in being recruited and com-
mitting to Cornell,” Wagner said.

Wagner has also played basket-
ball and volleyball during his mid-
dle school years, when he started
playing both tackle and flag foot-
ball. However, focusing in on foot-
ball in high school has led Wagner
to notice how much it has changed
him both on and off the field.

“Football has made me become
a very outgoing person,” Wagner
said. “T've really grown through
these four years which is amaz-
ing. This group of guys that I've
been with for these four years is
really something special. I think
we really saw that our senior year.”

Wagner has gown not only as a
player but as a person after several
years of playing football and be-
ing on the SMCHS football team.

“The last four years at SM really
showed me how to become a lead-
er,” Wagner said. “The first couple
years I played tackle football I was
just learning the game. I didn't re-
ally develop myself. In high school,
what I really learned, especially as
the quarterback position, is that
you really get to know how to be-
come a leader. You, in these four
years, get to grow asateamand grow
teamwork skills as well as leader-
ship skills and just life in general.”

Wagner will take everything
he has learned at SMCHS and the
memories he has made with all
of his teammates to Cornell. He
even visited the campus over the

It’s always the work you’re doing when
nobody's watching. That's what counts.

~ senior Richard Wagner

summer for a football camp, and
in mid-December on his eigh-
teenth birthday for his official visit.

“It can be a little cold there,
but it was a great experience,’
Wagner said. “The campus is
amazing. I love the area. I just re-
ally felt like that was the place”

Wagner’s experience as an

SMCHS student and athlete
has provided him with wisdom
that he hopes to pass down to
underclassmen that are also
looking to play college sports.

“If you're really committed to the
sport you play, just work as hard as
you can on and off the fields,” Wag-
ner said. “Do extra work when you

can. You don't always know whose
going to be in front of you. Youdon’t
always know if you stay healthy or
not. To underclassmen [ would say
just be the most well rounded per-
son you can, with grades, hobbies,
outside activities, and of course the
sport you play. And, if you do that,
you should be pretty successful”

As his high school career
comes to an end, Wagner is ex-
cited to see what he will bring
to the Bears’ field next year

“I am really proud of what the
team did this year and what we
accomplished,” Wagner said. “I'm
proud of how I played this sea-
son and what I was able to con-
tribute to this team. I'm looking
forward to college and what it
offers and just my future ath-
letically  and academically”
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Maximum effort

Senior Sean Carroll endures four years of a mentally straining sport.

By Cristina Zapata, Print Editor-in-Chief and Dani Segovia, Sports Editor

restling is a combat
sport. Players have six
minutes to defeat the

other opponent within the bound-
aries of the mat. To win the match,
the player must pin his opponent
on his back with his shoulders
on the mat for two seconds. Each
year, head coach Scott Sedlick fac-
es a challenge trying to recruit new
members to the difficult sport.

With only one remaining se-
nior, the current team started with
many inexperienced newcomers.
However, over the course of the
season, they have trained to polish
their technique.

“We have a really young team
that needs a lot of improvement
because some haven’t even wres-
tled before,” Sedlick said. “They
came out to the team this year
though, and I respect the guys that
are new. They've learned a lot. My
upper classmen have come a long
way too.”

Wrestling bends the mentality
of the player. The requirements to
try out for the sport are difficult,
which is one of the reasons SMCHS
has a low roster for the sport.

“It’s one-on-one contact where
you basically go out there and beat
each other up for six minutes,”
Sedlick said. “If you're not ready for
that, you're not going to come out

courtesy photo

Fight for it- Senior Sean Carroll takes charge as he holds Servite competitor in a half nelson position.

for wrestling.”

All beginning wrestlers begin
with many losses, bruises and frus-
trating matches.

“It’s a process and it takes a while
sometimes for somebody to turn

the corner,” Sedlick said. “Its like
a light bulb comes on and all of a
sudden they know how to wrestle.
You have to be patient, work with
them and keep that hope that they
are going to figure it out.”

Senior Sean Carroll was one

of those freshmen who struggled
during his first season, facing
many setbacks as a new wrestler.
His multiple wins this season, a
captain position and being named
Trinity League Champion at the 152
pound weight class proved his hard

work throughout the past three
years finally paid off.

“When [Carroll] came in as a
freshman he knew very little about
wrestling,” Sedlick said. “He got
beat up a lot and wrestled oth-
er guys that had wrestled a lot.
To come right out and be good is
pretty much impossible. You need
a few years under your belt to fig-
ure out the sport and learn how to
manage the time of the clock.”

Carroll’s hard work comes from
his ability to overlook the struggle
and only see the reward within the
sport.

“I felt it was something that hard
work would be translated into suc-
cess,” Carol said. “You would be
able to see it a lot more than just a
natural born talent. It’s an individ-
ual struggle. You can’t blame any-
one but yourself”

As his final season comes to a
close, Carroll reflects on the les-
sons wrestling taught him.

“Time slows down when you're
[wrestling],” Carroll said. “There’s
so much adrenaline that six min-
utes can feel like an hour. The un-
derlying reason why I wrestle is
because when I do it, time slows
down so much, and time is some-
thing that is so precious. Even if
I'm hating those six minutes, they
feel so productive.”

Power player

Senior Delaney Mazelin models sportsmanship as a four-year varsity veteran.
L

“I’m glad that water polo allows me to
be able to trust in not only myself but my
teammates.”

By Taylor Gather,
Staff Writer

rom freshman to starting

Fcaptain, senior Delaney

Mazelin swam her way to
success.

Although Mazelin has played
water polo for eight years, the sport
wasn't love at first swim.

“When I first started playing I
absolutely hated it,” Mazelin said.
“After about a month I fell in love
with it. I found a way to click with
people and made more friends. It
has also been a good outlet for me
emotionally”

As the youngest player on the
team her freshmen year, Mazelin
has dedicated all of her time and
energy the past four years to the
sport she loves in order to become
the player she is today.

“I don’t have much free time,”
Mazelin said. “It’s hard to hang out
with my friends outside of polo. It
also takes away from family time
because I always have practice or
games.”

Mazelin has been inseparable
from the water, devoting her mid-
dle and high school life to improv-
ing her play and technique.

“I do practice in pre-season like
most sports do, but I also do a lot
of mental stuff to help me get ready

for games by visualizing my goals,”
Mazelin said. “Water polo is a real-
ly big mental game; you have to be
able to push past when you're tired
and things like that.”

Although being the only fresh-
man on varsity entailed cleaning
up the balls and caps every prac-
tice, the chores and tribulations
prepared Mazelin for her role as
captain.

“I feel like the mom of the team,”
Mazelin said. “I keep everyone in
check and protect them from ev-
erything. Being the only freshman
definitely inspired me to take on
this mentor and nurturer role.”

Mazelin inspires the two current
freshman on the team, ensuring
that they work hard to achieve suc-
cess.

“I tell them all the time not to
give up and to push through,” Ma-
zelin said. “I know that they have
another three years but it’s defi-
nitely worth it to keep working
hard.”

Following in former upperclass-
men footsteps, Mazelin aims to be
one of the senior role models that
they were to her when she was a
freshman.

“The previous seniors were
some of the greatest mentors that I
could’ve had,” Mazelin said. “They
were so determined, hardworking
and loyal to each other. They made

me want to be the same.”

Playing on varsity has shaped
the player she is today, proving
she’s both a leader in and out of the
water.

“Being on varsity all four years
has given me a lot of experience in
both leadership and following oth-
er players,” Mazelin said. “I'm defi-
nitely better physically and men-
tally. I'm a lot faster, too, which is
nice because you always like seeing
that improvement.”

Although Mazelin has improved
her game tremendously, she has
gained much more than physical
strength and quicker speed.

“Through water polo I've de-
veloped a sense of hard work and
trustworthiness,” Mazelin said.
“Being able to trust your team as
well as trusting yourself is some-
thing that doesn’t come easy, and
I'm glad that water polo allows me
to be able to trust in not only my-
self but my teammates.”

Even though she’s traveling to
the East Coast for college water
polo, SMCHS will always be the
pool where she developed lifelong
friendships, leadership skills and
values that she will carry for the
rest of her life.

“I'm going to miss my team the
most,” Mazelin said. “I'm so close
with this group of girls and it’s go-
ing to be hard to leave them.”

~senior Delaney Mazelin

courtesy photo

Pass poolease- Senior Delaney Mazelin prepares to pass the ball.
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Trall to Yale

Seniors Lauren Drysch and Erin Gerardo take their friendship and passion for

track and field to Yale University’s class of 2021.

By Margaret Driscoll,
Staff Writer

verybody has a best friend,

E but not everyone has gone

to school with her since

second grade or unintentional-

ly matched her best friend’s out-

fit. Definitely not all best friends

attend Yale University together

for track and field and make their
dreams come true together.

Seniors Lauren Drysch and Erin
Gerardo began their friendship
long ago when they met in second
grade, became best friends in sixth
grade at St. Mary’s Middle School,
and continue to be best friends to-
day.

“Believe it or not, we bonded
over gymnastics in middle school,”
Gerardo said. “Track wasn'’t even a
question then.”

Drysch and Gerardo didn't be-
gin their athletic careers in track,
but they’re thankful they ended up
there.

“The track coach at my elemen-
tary school asked my parents if I
would join track in second grade
because he noticed the size of my
calves,” Drysch said.

Regardless of how they got into
track, both girls love doing it to-
gether. They have been in track
together for so long, know each
other’s personalities perfectly and
are always there for the other. Their
personalities perfectly balance
each other.

“Erin’s hilarious,” Drysch said.
“She is definitely the calm in the
storm and can always make me

photo by Amanda Zou

Bulldog buddies - Seniors Erin Gerardo and Lauren Drysch are all geared up for the next four years.

laugh.”

Whether it be track or school,
both girls support each other and
have always encouraged the other
to do her best. Each inspires the
other to be the best version of her-
self.

“Lauren is very honest and
thoughtful,” Gerardo said. “She will
always think something through
before she does it and I really value
that”

Drysch and Gerardo also claim
they can be a little psychic after
seven years of friendship.

“To this day, we will come to
school in free dress on Fridays and
I will see what Erin’s wearing and

it is the same outfit I was about to
wear,” Drysch said.

The feeling is mutual and both
girls love that they always have
someone to talk to. When there
are other people in the room, they
have the ability to read each other’s
mind.

“We honestly don’t even have to
say anything,” Gerardo said. “I can
look at Lauren and know exact-
ly what she’s thinking and totally
agree with it.”

Their friendship comes natu-
rally because they have the same
interests, group of friends, and of
course, they love track. The girls
click and couldn’t be happier to be

going to Yale together next year.

“I went on three official visits for
track and Yale was the only school
that allowed me to do what I want-
ed,” Drysch said. “I get to be a stu-
dent first and an athlete second
which makes me really excited.”

While Lauren sprints on the
track team and Erin poll vaults,
they have both been a part of tre-
mendous success of their team.
Both girls say their greatest accom-
plishment, after months of hard
work, is winning CIF their sopho-
more and junior years.

“It’s very rewarding because we
work hard all year from September
until May and we don't really see

results until the end of the year
Gerardo said. “We have a lot of
pride in our team and ourselves.”

Going to Yale was always the
girls’ dream, but not necessarily
together. After first visiting Yale
in 7th grade, Drysch and Gerardo
never imagined being on the track
team in high school and definite-
ly didn'’t think they would run for
track at Yale in their future togeth-
er.

“There was a time when [ want-
ed to go to Yale for gymnastics and
be a creative writer so obviously
things really changed but they defi-
nitely worked for the best,” Gerar-
do said.

Drysch and Gerardo took their
official Yale visits on the same
weekend but at the time, Gerar-
do loved Notre Dame and Drysch
loved Duke. Soon after Gerardo
fell in love with Notre Dame, Dry-
sch even started to fall in love with
Duke.

Although they both had interest
in other schools, they soon decid-
ed Yale was the best fit for both of
them because of the environment
and the ability to be on the track
team.

“I heard back from Yale the day
after my IB orals,” Gerardo said. “I
came out of my oral and Lauren
texted me that the admission deci-
sions had come out and I was really
nervous. I definitely cried too.”

Next year, Drysch and Gerar-
do will run across the country to
attend Yale University together
for their track team, making the
friendship that began in 2nd grade
continue all the way to college and
beyond.
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Remembering the Holocaust

Middle and high school students use their artistic talent

to vividly portray the history of the Holocaust.

By Hannah Prince, Staff Writer

istory is the study of past
events - the Holocaust is
an event of the past, but

a remembrance that lives through
its survivors.

Today, the most horrific geno-
cide known to mankind is brought
to light in many ways. At Chapman
University, middle and high school
students bring the memories to life
through art and writing. Chapman
hosts an annual Holocaust Art and
Writing Contest that invites survi-
vors, rescuers and students to in-
teract in an engrossing experience.

This year, the 17th Annual Ho-
locaust Art and Writing Contest
is themed “Making Meaning from
Memory.” The students’ portrayal
of a specific survivor or rescuer’s
testimony is the inspiration behind
his or her artwork - in prose, art or
film. This awareness of such a bru-
tal topic invites a younger genera-
tion to act and learn from history.

The main purpose of this contest
is to educate young people in their
classroom and to demonstrate the
lessons of the Holocaust survivors.
According to the Holocaust and
Writing Contest, the survivors’ ex-
periences and testimonies of living
in persecution transforms educa-

tion into a matter of both the head
and heart. This inspires stu-
dents to make courageous
choices in their own
lives.

Each school is al-
lowed a total of
three entries.
The student
representa-
tives are qual-

ified to win 2 2
v\

the first prize
of $500 and
second prize
of $250 in
each catego- l
ry. Along with
the money,
the first place
entry winner
is invited to
attend an all-
expense-paid
study  trip
to tour the
United States
Holocaust
Memorial Museum and
other memorial sites in

tor of this event since 2007.
In 2009, his student

Washington, D.C.

Rebuilt @ Laura Redmund

Do  you remember me?

You may have broken me down,

But 9 dow't need you fo fiece me back L‘aﬂefﬁen
You may have taken my warm home,

But [ you couldn't take my hopes,

You may have taken my e ucation,

But  you couldn't take my juﬁv,

The sun was in Mlﬂ'rg asmy feet fled.

Trees 6emﬁ'rg in the wind covered'me

From you who made me hide who 9 was

You would ﬁ‘n/ my Yewish upéﬁryin

But  you could never ﬁ'n/ my rfre{)gfﬁ,i my ﬁo{)e, my [uck,
7‘5@ are not in ﬁiﬁﬁrg,

Do ) you recognize me now?

9 was the child who wanted to be samefﬁin‘g.
Can  you see it?

Now 9 am the woman who is more than :amefﬁiry,
9Jam euer:yfﬁirfg, everyone.

9 am the thunder of running feet,

The tears of frightened families,

The sister who took the chance to flee,

The false papers of hope.

9 am the one who was /m@,

Do you know it now?

9 am their yfag,

Their voice,

Their 5.%@ and their fain,

And [you can never take that:

Clara Mora became

very engaged

with a survi-

vor, and it dis-

played in her

poetry; she

won first place.

Both Fleming

and Mora were

able to travel to

Washington D.C.

“Making a con-

nection  through

the work, especially

by bringing the sur-

{  vivor’s own words or

\ actions into the po-

etry for example, is

critical,” Fleming
said.

In prior years,
several SMCHS
students have

won first or

been a final-
ist, includ-
ing: 2008,

First Place,

High School Po-

English teacher Bruce
Fleming has been coordina-

lllustration by Megan Forsythe
and Shannon Daehnke

etry Division, Clara Mora; 2009,
First Place, High School Poetry
Division, Laura Redmond; 2om,
Finalist, High School Art Division,
Madison Weil; and 2013, Finalist,
High School Poetry Division, May
Li.

Fleming has multiple reasons
behind joining the program, in-
cluding some personal.

“I volunteered to be coordina-
tor because I have an interest in
writing contests and humanitari-
an affairs,” Fleming said. “And, of
course, because my family is Jew-
ish. Iam not Jewish by birth but my
wife and children are Jewish, and
her relatives [lived] in Poland and
Russia during World War I1.”

This year, submissions are yet to
be determined on who will appear
on behalf of SMCHS. The deadline
was on Feb. 3. The Awards Ceremo-
ny will be held on March 10, 2017.

“The decision [on artwork] is
accorded upon which participant
fits the criteria the best,” Fleming
said.

By being reminded of this
harsh reality, the connections be-
tween survivors and students bring
a light to the darkness of the Ho-
locaust.

‘s College Admissions Advising

We do more than just talk. We walk you through the entire admissions process!

Essays, Essays, Essays - Online or In Person

We help you craft, develop, and edit your essays - any essays. However, our primary focus is on personal statements, short answers, scholar-

ship essays, and UC personal insight essays. We are personal, intentional, and very successful.

Our personalized service walks you through every step of the college planning and admissions process. We help you weave the fabric of your
life story in order to inspire, communicate, and relay your authentic voice. Essay support is our specialty. We also help you discover your life

passion through career inventories and the exploration of majors.

Resumes, Video Essays, and Websites

Colleges want to know you! They want to admit students who are truly the right fit. We collaborate with you to create compelling and aesthetic
resumes that highlight your experiences, skills, and goals. Our office is equipped with a studio where we can take your headshot as well.

Video essays are an excellent way to showcase your personality. We can film a video essay for you to submit. We help you create a script, and
then record, edit, and fine tune your video by adding images, footage, and sound.

If requested, we can build out your personal websites to make you really stand out from the rest. We work with you to create materials or gather
biographical content such as your educational background, skills, hobbies, and goals.
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Art Supplement/Portfolio Development

Avre you interested in applying in a creative field? If so, many colleges require additional applications, materials, and sometimes more
essays. We work closely with you throughout the entire process, from setting up your SlideRoom account, enhancing your creative re-
sume, developing additional essays, and submitting creative pieces. We also provide in house technical assistance in our studio room,

which is equipped with a large computer, cameras, and software.

Whether you wish to apply in fine art, graphic arts, web/game design, photography, film, music, dance, theater, writing, advertising,
fashion/fiber metals, buildings, architecture, management, art history, or any other creative field, we want to help you achieve your

wildest dreams.

* University of California Application
* Common Application/Universal Application
* ApplyTexas/Coalition Application
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* F inancial Aid - FAFSA, CSS Profile
* Merit Scholarships/Contest Essays

www.collegelizard.com
Email: collegeguide@mylizard.org [ [ZARD
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iddler’s new faces

“Fiddler on the Roof"” features seniors in their first ever musical.

By Dessi Gomez, Arts & Entertainment Editor

ne more time. One last
hurrah. The final show.
As veteran Talon

Theater seniors gear up to leave it
all on the stage for the final perfor-
mance of their high school career,
they look back on their four mem-
orable years in SMCHS’s theater
program. But, while reminiscing
about past fall plays and spring
musicals, the Class of 2017 will
spice things up in its last spring
musical, “Fiddler on the Roof.” Tal-
on Theater welcomes to the cast of
Fiddler five seniors who have nev-
er before performed in

an SMCHS musical:

Isaac Montes,

Grayson Burke,

Grant Pratt, Mary

Muzzy and
Louise Griffin.
“I'm look-
ing forward to
meeting new
people, get-
ting
t o

Newbies - Seniors Louise Griffin (far left), Grant Pratt (left), Grayson Burke (right) and Isaac Montes (far right) join the spring musical before they graduate.

know more of my classmates
and learning about how pro-
ductions are done,” Montes said.
“I've always seen shows, and I
admire the actors but I've never
seen it be produced, so I'm ex-
cited to learn how that’s done”
Montes just finished his final
season of high school football,
and he chose to fill his free time
by participating in the musi-
cal. He draws inspiration from
his sister and SMCHS alumna
Melissa Montes, who took part
in Talon Theater throughout
her four years of high school.
“I feel like I should have done

it sooner just to get the experi-
ence, but it’s also fun knowing
that I'm gonna get to experi-
ence it Montes said. “That’s
the best I can do at this point.”
Montes will play a Russian
character in Fiddler. “I've never
doneanaudition of any sort other
than choir, and I've never acted
before or anything like that, so

it was nerve-racking standing
there and acting,” Montes said.
Everyone who auditioned

was required to sing

and dance for

evaluation.

The

comfort-
ing and welcom-
ing first impres-
sion of the cast and
made a big impact
She is now inspired-

crew
on Muzzy.

to make long-lasting friendships.

“I'm looking forward to the at-
mosphere because everyone in
theater is so close and I think it
would be fun to join in and get
to know everyone really well and
have a second family,” Muzzy said.

Although new to Talon Theater
and the g a.m. to 4 p.m. rehearsals
on Saturdays, Montes is not new
to the workload and commitment
that the musical requires due to
his past committment to football
as well as his exposure to theater
through his sister. Burke and Pratt
share Montes’ undaunted feelings
toward the musical as they also
participated in football for the
first time this year. This is Pratt’s
first musical and Burke’s second,
as Burke participated in a musical
his  freshman year
at a differ- ent
high school.

“I've nev-
er been a
part of a
play and 1

thought it would be fun to be a part
of it, so why not, you know?” Pratt
said “It’s my last chance to do it”

Pratt will play one of the Papas
as well as a Jew. Burke will play a
Russian as well as a son. Both Pratt
and Burke eagerly look forward to
the rehearsals and performances.

“The process of it is going to be
a grind but it’s going to be fun,
Burke said. “And if you aren’t lov-
ing the process, youre not going
to love the end result as much’”

Griffin will play the main danc-
ing role of the fiddler. Griffin’s
twin sister Claire convinced her to

participate in  Fiddler,
along with  the
encour- agement
of last year’s
chore- ographer.
“I'look forward
to being with ev-
eryone

and

getting to perform because I
love  performing,’Griffin  said.
“The community’s great.”

All of these seniors share a
common goal in wanting to be
more comfortable with them-
selves both on and off the stage by
the end of the rehearsal process.

“I really just want to be more
confident,” Muzzy said. “I'm fine
on stage but in real life I want to
be able to talk in front of others
more than I do now. I want to keep
my head up all the time which I
think the musical will help with”
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Plucklng and playmg away

Olivia Young's musical passion drives her to play bass guitar in school mass.

By Rachel Tetreault, Staff Writer

As students pour into the school
gym wearing their mass uniforms
and taking their seats on the
bleachers, the lights turn low and
everyone turns his or her attention
to the front of the gym. As the band
gets ready to perform, junior Olivia
Young plays along for her first year,
with the pluck of the bass guitar.

Beginning of her junior
year, Young was approached,
by the previous bass play-
er, Matilda Vertiz, and asked
if she could take over the job.

At first, Young was nervous, but
she eventually got used to playing
in front her peers and ended up
discovering the joy it brings her.

“Playing bass or any instrument
is really relaxing and it feels real-
ly natural, “ Young said. “When 1
play in mass or in front of people
for any reason, it’s really exciting
and I get a rush of adrenaline”

Young has been playing the
guitar for two years and just
this year, has self-taught her-
self to play the bass guitar

“Transitioning to bass [gui-
tar] wasn’t that hard especially
because I already knew how to

read music,” Young said. “Once
you know the basic idea of how
a guitar works and where the
notes are, it's pretty simple”

Young began her musical jour-
ney when she was four years
old, and has grown up with
music as a big part of her life.

“I realized that I was passionate
about music a really long time ago,”
Young said. “I've been interested in
music as long as I can remember.”

Currently, Young plays four in-
struments: piano, guitar, bass gui-
tar and the ukulele, from the influ-
ence of her dad, a musician himself.

“[My dad] has been my biggest
inspiration since I was little. He
always encourages me to do what
[ want and to do it well’, Young
said. “My dad was a drummer, so
I grew up around a lot of musi-
cians and got to see how they cre-
ated all this amazing music and
I really wanted to be part of it

With the early influence of
music, Young plans to become
a professional musician herself.

“l want to become a musi-
cian because listening to music
is very inspiring and exciting for
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Mass musician - Junior Olivia Young helps lead worship at mass with her bright red bass guitar.

me,” Young said. “If I were able
to inspire some other people
by doing something I love then
I think that’s pretty amazing’

Young believes music allows
her to be more resilient during the

tough times in her life. Moreover,
Young believes that music is heal-
ing and soothing to anyone that
loves music as much as she does.

“[Music] is one of those things
that you know is always there,

Young said. “There is always some
song or genre that fits really well
into whatever I am feeling. It helps
meget through life, ascheesyasthat
sounds, and itaccentuates the good
and makes the bad more bearable.”
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Application to audition

Students pursuing theatre and vocal performance in college
pour themselves into the rigorous application process.

By Dessi Gomez, Arts and
Entertainment Editor

or most seniors, the college
Fapplication process can be
too much to handle. How-
ever a select few have chosen to
go above and beyond the typical
application process in order to au-
dition for musical theater or vocal
performance majors. This type of
college application requires much
more than simply filling out infor-
mation and completing a few essay
prompts.

Senior Matilda Vertiz hopes
to pursue musical theater in col-
lege. Vertiz has applied to several
schools for theater, including San
Francisco State University, New
York University, Columbia College
of Chicago, Chapman University
and Marymount Manhattan.

“The audition itself and going in
there and meeting everybody who
could be your potential teacher or
director for a show or choir direc-
tor is very nerve-racking because
that’s your first impression,” Ver-
tiz said. “If you don’t make a good
one, and if you end up going to that
school it could be awkward.”

Most art schools require an au-
dition and musical theater requires
two contrasting songs like a ballad
and an up-tempo song and then
two contrasting monologues like
a comedy and a tragedy. For vocal
performance auditions, schools
usually want two or three songs in
two to three different languages.

“The audition process at SM is a
lot like what they expect you to do
in college,” Vertiz said. “Mrs. Barth
is great at being super professional
and super organized.”

With Talon Theater’s help in
preparing the students, Vertiz
landed a spot at her number one
school, Columbia College of Chica-
go. She hopes to take advantage of
the wide variety of classes that Co-
lumbia College offers such as stage
combat, comedic writing, screen-
writing, tap and jazz.

“It would be a dream to be on
Broadway of course but if that
doesn’t happen I'll probably end

up as a voice teacher or a theater
teacher,” Vertiz said.

Senior Noah Hill is considering
a major in vocal performance. Like
Vertiz, he put a lot of work into
his application process to music
schools and conservatories. A con-
servatory is a school specifically
geared toward music majors.

“I don’t necessarily want to go to
a conservatory because I still want
to have my options open if I choose
a different path or choose a differ-
ent major,” Hill said. “I'm trying to
go to a university or a college with a
program with conservatory.”

Hill submitted to different

schools, a portolio of video record-
ings of himself singing different
songs. He also submitted a resume
along with contacting and commu-
nicating with the directors of vocal
programs at those schools.

“The most nerve-racking part is
making sure that I perform well be-
cause at the end of the day even if
you have an impressive resume for
musical performance, if you mess
up your audition, it doesn’t matter
what your record says,” Hill said.
“Keeping calm is difficult because
it's daunting to have an audition
that can determine your future in
terms of your career.”
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Performing prowess - Vertiz and Hill appreciate the rewards for their hard work during the application process.

Hill's list of schools for vocal
performance include the Peabody
School of Music at Johns Hopkins
University, the Blair School of Mu-
sic at Vanderbilt University, and
schools containing joint programs
with the New England Conservato-
ry like Tufts University.

“Meeting Mr. Calvo my fresh-
man year and working with him on
my vocal development, continu-
ing the travels like when I went to
Ireland with the choir and perfor-
mances through different festivals
has given me so much preparation
where there are members of faculty
from colleges,” Hill said.

Hill’s admission results regard-
ing application to schools, not for
vocal performance, include two
deferrals from the University of
Michigan and Brown University.

“If 1 do look into something with
vocal performance, I think I would
do it just to continue what I've been
doing for so many years,” said Hill.
“But to actually go into the realm
of performance, it’s almost all luck
and unless you go to one of the ex-
treme top conservatories you're not
necessarily guaranteed a spot in an
opera or on Broadway. That’s why I
still want to go to a university that
has other great programs.”

With all the hard work put into
the application and audition pro-
cess, these seniors have much to
look forward to. The reward of ac-
ceptance to a prestigious arts pro-
gram makes all the extra require-
ments worth it.

First lady first refusal
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Among many things, Trump women also specialize in fashion.

By Amanda Moussiaux,
Staff Writer & Amanda Zovu,
Photo Editor

Every first lady is a role model in
some aspect of American life. For-
mer first lady Michelle Obama was
known for making kids active, ad-
vocating public services and wom-
en’s rights as well as her fashion.

This election puts first lady Me-
lania Trump in the spotlight as
the newest role model. President
Donald Trump’s family members,
also become leading examples,
especially the president’s famous
daughter Ivanka. These women
are the newest fashion icons both
inside and outside of the White
House.

The fashion industry has always
had a close relationship with the
political field. With Trump’s suc-

cessful election, he and his family
has possibly become more con-
nected to the fashion industry than
any other presidential family.

Melania promotes her own fash-
ion lines while wearing high fash-
ion clothing. Ivanka, modelling in
magazines and for fashion labels
since she was just 16 started her
own fashion brand in 2007.

The fashion industry has a
strong connection to Melania and
Ivanka. Because Melania was a
model, she supports many young
designers like Jason Wu and Pra-
bal Gurung. In addition, according
to The Los Angeles Times, Ivanka
Trump’s brand has become a siz-
able, stable and a popular brand
in recent years. Her line includes
apparel, accessories, home, fra-
grance and sunglasses. Ivanka and
her team claim the brand is a cel-
ebration of working women in all

aspects of their lives.

However, these two fashion
icons have been under attack by
the fashion industry since shortly
after the election.

The international top tier de-
signer company, Dolce & Gabbana,
received threats and verbal abuse
after agreeing to dress the first lady
for the inauguration events.

Not only are stores boycotting
the first lady, but some designer la-
bels are refusing service to the first
lady because they do not support
the president. However, others who
are willing to dress her are jumping
at the opportunity to get publicity
and attention to their lines.

Friendships in the fashion in-
dustry are starting to fade. The
Vogue contributing editor, André
Leon Talley has declined to dress
Melania, but claims he will still
stand by her, just not support her

husband.

Ivanka Trump has already been
accused of using her father’s pol-
itics to advance her company be-
cause her brand revenue increased
in the first six months of 2016 by
$11.8 million compared to the same
period in 2015.

However, she explained at For-
tune’s Most Powerful Women
conference that her brand was
launched long before the presiden-
tial cycle.

“I've always tried to maintain
complete separation between [the
brand] and the campaign,” Ivanka
said during the conference.

Throughout the campaign, Ivan-
ka worked on promoting her father
within the political field, while still
promoting her business aside from
his politics.

Several fashion stores, like
Nordstrom, were unhappy with the

election result, and have chosen to
boycott her brand by declining to
sell Ivanka’s products.

The Trump women have not
shown much reaction to the boy-
cotts. Instead, they have been fo-
cused on the administration and
where their clothing and business
es are being accepted and thriving.

With the long history of dress-
ing the first lady, and the unique
blend of industry and politics, this
is possibly the first time a contro-
versy this huge has emerged. How-
ever, besides the issues within the
White House and the fashion in-
dustry, the Trump women’s brands
still flourish outside of the White
House.

Disclaimer: The views and opinions
expressed in this article are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect
the position of the Eagle Eye Staff.
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